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Washington, D.C.

4 December 1980

THINKING ALONG THE RIGHT LINES. Congress earlier this year gave intense scrutiny
to the nation's food stamp program.

Amendments to the Food Stamp Act were passed

with the target of reducing fraud and waste in this multimillion-dollar, problem
ridden area.
Reacting to Congress' concern, the Department of Agriculture has made
some innovative moves.
One idea deserving mention involves 14 communities throughout the
United States who are making their food stamp clients work off the value of their
stamps.
Although this program currently is scheduled to end next year, it shows
the Department is thinking along the right lines.
The Department also recently proposed that able-bodied food stamp
recipients search for jobs or be dropped from the program for a period of two
months.

Exemptions apply to the elderly and disabled, those already working,

those responsible for the care of dependents, and those already registered to
work under the unemployment insurance and work incentive programs.

USDA is

working with the Department of Labor to ensure that hard to place recipients
get job opportunities.

We will also review the system for its efficiency during

emergencies such as Hurricane Allen.
These ideas mesh well with Congress' intent that the only persons
receiving food stamps are those who really need them, and that they receive them
promptly and with little red tape when they do need them and are declared eligible
to receive them.

*
TEXAS CLOUD SEEDING.

*

*

The State of Texas and the Department of the Interior's

Water and Power Resources Service have signed two agreements to continue studying
cloud seeding.

The pacts are part of a $1 million drought preparedness project

approved by Congress two years ago to develop weather modification to lessen
drought impacts in semi-arid regions of the United States.
One of the projects will conduct a feasibility study on use of cloud
seeding technology within the state of Texas.

Identified will be the potential

for cloud seeding during drought conditions, and plans will be developed to
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implement the latest cloud seeding technology when a drought appears imminent.
Also to be studied is a computer program simulating the effects of
moisture on the growth of grain sorghum.

This is of much significance to our area

since grain sorghum is a key crop which suffers during drought.

*
IMPROVING RURAL TRANSPORTATION.

*

*

A pilot program involving transportation coopera-

tives in an effort to improve rural transportation services recently was announced
by Secretary of Agriculture Bob Bergland.
The program may become the basis of a rural transportation administration,
whose goals could be likened to the development 45 years ago of the Rural
Electrification Administration.
State government interest in the concept will be sought and technical and
financial support will be given through low interest loans and loan guarantees.

A

task force earlier this year recommended the program as a means of improving the
transportation in rural areas adversely affected by the recent closing of many
railroad branch lines.
The concept could be applied to cooperative ownership of local railroad
branch lines, trucking equipment, freight handling and transfer facilities or
vehicles for transporting rural people.

*
PRESCRIPTION DRUG LIST.

*

*

A list of more than 5,000 prescription drugs approved by

the Food and Drug Administration as being safe and effective has been published by
the Department of Health and Human Services in a move to cut prescription drug costs
Since the list contains the names of manufactured FDA-approved drugs and
drugs that are therapeutically equivalent, this should be a great aid to state
governments, hospitals, and pharmacists in the purchase and dispensing of drug
products by their generic names to reduce prescription drug costs.
FDA proposed this list last year after hundreds of elderly people on fixed
incomes who used drugs frequently urged the federal agency to help their physicians
and pharmacists provide them with drugs at less expensive prices which were
therapeutically equivalent.
The subscription for the list and its periodic supplements is available
for $20 through the Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C.

*

*
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